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PO Box 580

Freeland, WA 98249

Phone: (360) 331-5500

Fax: (360) 331-7484

Email: nichols @whidbey.com
www.icholsboats.com

ICHOLS
mmcw.wa.ﬂ. BUILDERS

Febmary 28, 2006

Ms. Donna Ortiz
Environmental Engineer -
Water Quality Program
Department of Ecology
Nertlrwest Regional Office
3190 160® Avenue SE
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452

RE: Industrial Stormwater General Permit No. S03003161
Nichols Brothers Bozt Builders, Inc. (NBEBI) -
Noncompliance Notification

Dear Donna:
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Pursuant co our telephone conversation Monday, Februacy 27, 2006, regarding our
Industrial Stormwater General Permit, it is our understanding that Ecology beligves that
NBBEI musf submit a Noncompliance Notification under Section $5.E because of out
infiltration basin overflows and the sampte resulés nol meeting “surface water quality
standards™ urder Section $7. Whether NBBBI mests the sequirement that the discharge of

- -pollutants is a significant amount is open for interpretation; however NBBBI acknowledges

that the sample results have not met surface quality water standards under the WAC.

NBBBI has properly notified Ecology of all basin averflows ina timely manner and

has reported the sampling results with correspondence attached to each Discharge

Monitoring Report as requited. The basin ovezflow sampling results for copper and zinc

are listed below for the third 2nd fourth quarters 2005:

Date Copper (ug/]) Zinc (uplf)
10/1/05 210 790
16/8/06 76 ; 270
10105 82 290
11/3/05 120 470
11/28/05 57 260
11/29/05 59 200
12/1/05 54 330
12/22/05 140 570
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As you know, NBBBEI is contimuously trying to improve our current
stormwater system fo accommodate shorl and long term gozls for Better control of our
stormwater and process water, As a result of the berms tnstalled around ¢he northeast
cotner of the yard (the stormwater system area) and metal pfates installed beneath the
fences, marine water no longer has an oppostunity o aceess the shipyard, nor penetrate oue

. stormwater sysfem.

The berms, along with the metal plates, built around the sformwater area are acting
as a holding fank during gignificant rafn events. Rather than having the vaull overflow,
NBBBI turns off the overflow pump and allows the water to gather in the hofding atea until
the vault can handle the additional water. Then the water is allowed to drain through the
filtration pumyps and out to fke basin. At this poinf, no unfiltered water is being refeased fo
tke basin. .

Untif our studies are complete and our new stormwater system is developed, it will
be impossible fo prevent any passibility of basin averflow, however NBBBI is doing our
best to ensure the water is filtered through our system before it makes its way fo the basin
and potentially to the adjacent wetlands.

NBBBI infends ta continue improving the éurrent sysfem, but untd the new
stotmwater system is designed, we are somewha fimited by space and technology.

Piease feel free (o confact we if you have any questions or concemns.

Yours teuly,

Lynn M. Hicks

cc:  Tom Atkins



